352                FROM PEKIN" TO CALAIS  BY LAND.

were signs that we had done with sombre, sad
Siberia for good and all. Ekaterinburg was the first
really civilized place we had seen since leaving
Shanghai; it seemed ages ago, and here for the first
time since leaving Pekin we enjoyed the unwonted
luxuries of a real bath, and a clean bed with sheets
and pillow-cases.

The neighbourhood of Ekaterinburg, which has a
population of twenty-five thousand inhabitants, is
rich in minerals and precious stones. Among the
former iron preponderates; and there are many
Englishmen settled here working it. It seemed
strange to hear one's own tongue again spoken in
the streets and hotels, and to read in many cases
the names of the latter and of shopkeepers written
in French over their doors. The jewellers were
almost as wearying and importunate as the Cing-
halese sapphire-sellers at Colombo. We had scarcely
been in our room at the hotel half an hour before
we were assailed by a crowd of clamouring dealers,
who would not be denied; but insisted, thdftgh we-
were performing our ablutions in a state of nudity,
in laying out their wares on the floor, till* the
drugget was covered with a glittering mass .of gems,
among which were beryls, topaz, aquamarines, and
chrysolites. Amongst them were also one or two
Alexandrites, the recently discovered stone which
shows two colours, crimson and green, the former
by night, &nd the latter by day. It derives its
name from the Emperor Alexander, and has also
been found in Ojylon of late years. The stones
were of moderate prices, but our funds were too low
to permit of our making any investments, perhaps